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INTRODUCTION 
 
Anthene crawshayi juanitae Henning & Henning, 
1993 was discovered in South Africa on 25 November 
1990 by Reinier Terblanche at Manoutsa Park 
(24°25’57.8”S; 30°37’11.4”E), at the base of Abel 
Erasmus Pass, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  
Terblanche caught two females and found four pupae 
under a rock. A male and three females eclosed from 
these pupae. For many years it remained an elusive 
butterfly in South Africa, to the extent that in 
Mecenero et al. (2013) it was Red Listed as Critically 
Endangered. 
 
Then on 5 November 2011 the second author found 
three females adjacent to Manoutsa Park in the 
riparian vegetation along the Olifants River. One of 
these females was observed ovipositing on Acacia 
robusta Burch.  The following year on 10 November, 
Gardiner observed ten females at Manoutsa and again 
some were observed laying on A. robusta. 
 
In January 2012 Mark Williams visited Lekgalameetse 
Nature Reserve (24°11'9.16"S; 30°21'3.34"E), near 
Ofcolaco, Limpopo Province, South Africa, and 
discovered a new colony of A. c. juanitae.  He 
collected a number of males while they were drinking 
at mud, but no females were seen. Williams noted that 
the Acacia that was growing in the area was Acacia 
polyacantha Willd.   
 
On 19 November 2012, another male was recorded by 
Reinier Terblanche near the type locality 
(24°25’57.1”S; 30°37’09.5”E) at Manoutsa Park.  
This specimen was seen flying about 2-3m above the 
ground, and settling on an Acacia schweinfurthii 
Brenan & Exell. 
 
On 16 February 2013, André Coetzer, Ian Sharp and 
Allison Sharp visited Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve 
in the vicinity where Williams had recorded them a 
year before and their observations are recorded below. 
 
OBSERVATIONS 
 
Adult behaviour 
 
During the course of three hours, at least 11 female A. 
c. juanitae were seen flying around the Acacia  

 
polyacantha trees and bushes next to the road (Fig. 1), 
but no males were seen despite a thorough search (Fig. 
2). 
 

 
Figure 1 – A. c. crawshayi adult female 

 

 
Figure 2 – A. c. crawshayi adult male 

  
The behaviour of the females is similar to that of other 
species in the genus and they spend most of the time 
flying fast around the foodplant, around 2–3 m and 
even higher above the ground.  They often perched 
with their wings closed, but they opened them slightly 
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when the sun came out from behind the clouds.  
 
Ova 
Eggs are laid singly on the leaves (pinnae) and stems 
of the foodplant (Fig. 3), at a height from under a 
metre to nearly 3 m. The eggs collected could not be 
bred through. 
 

 
Figure 3 – ovum of A. c. juanitae 

 
Larvae 
Several larvae of various instars were found on small 
bushes less than a metre above the ground, as well as 
higher up (Figs 4 & 5).  They were tended by 
Lepisiota ants but a specific identification could not be 
made.  The single final instar larvae recorded pupated 
within a week of being collected. The captive larvae 
fed on leaves of Acacia polyacantha. They would not 
take other Acacia species, including A. robusta, but 
this is a known problem in breeding as larvae cannot 
always be moved over to an alternative foodplant. 
 

 
Figure 4 – Final instar larva of A. c. juanitae tended by  

Lepisiota sp. ants 
 

 
Figure 5 – Final instar larva of A. c. juanitae 

 
Pupa 

The pupae (Figs 6–7) were either light brown with 
darker brown markings, or green with a similar row of 
dark spots running down the lateral side.  The pupae 
that were collected by Terblanche under a rock in 
1990 were light brown.  The pupation phase was short, 
specimens emerging 6–8 days after pupation. 
 

 
Figure 6 – pupa of A. c. juanitae 

 

 
Figure 7 – pupa of A. c. juanitae 

 
Host plants 
Manoutsa area: Acacia robusta Burch. 
Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve: Acacia polyacantha 
Willd.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Taxonomy 
Henning & Henning (1993) described A. c. juanitae as 
a subspecies of A. crawshayi. Libert (2010), treated it 
as a subspecies rather than a synonym of A. crawshayi 
mainly on account of its geographical separation from 
the southernmost known locality of A. c. crawshayi in 
Zimbabwe. The thirteen females of A. c. juanitae 
examined cannot be distinguished from the nominate 
subspecies. As more male specimens become 
available it is possible that, as Libert (2010) suggests, 
the variation will fall within that of A. c. crawshayi.   
It is also noteworthy that South Africa is probably the 
best surveyed country in Africa and the first 
specimens of A. crawshayi were only discovered in 
1990, and then only again in 2011. The second 
locality, just inside Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve, is 
close to one of the best surveyed forests in South 
Africa. It follows, taking the scarcity of records into 
account, that this species is likely to occur at more 
localities in Zimbabwe, Mozambique and North-
eastern South Africa. It was also only first discovered 
in Zimbabwe in 1974 (Paré, 1987) and remains a 
seldom-seen species there. As far as we are aware, it 
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has only been recorded in Zimbabwe by two 
collectors, namely the late Rob Paré and Jonathan 
Francis.  
 
Similarities to A. crawshayi crawshayi are also 
evident from both Jackson’s (1937) and Paré’s (1987) 
life history descriptions. Jackson stated “The larva 
feeds on the young terminal shoots of the food-plants.  
Egg White or very pale green, circular and flattened 
above.  It is heavily embossed with a minute network 
pattern, and is centrally depressed with a small black 
spot in the depression.  Diameter: 0.5 mm.  It is laid 
among the young shoots of the tree.  Larva The larva 
is very similar to that of A. larydas, being onisciform, 
green with a dark dorsal line, and with dark diagonal 
lateral stripes.  The only differences are that the collar 
is not so massive, being, though well developed, much 
narrower, the anal segments are shorter and narrower, 
and the tubercles are therefore nearer to the extremity 
than in A. larydas.  In shape, size, and relative 
position, the tubercles and gland are almost identical 
with those of that species.  The lateral edges of the 
carapace are white and squarely scalloped.  On 
examination through a lens, with ants in attendance, 
the orifice of the gland can be distinctly seen to open, 
emit a drop of secretion, and then close again.  
Length: 15 mm.  Pupa  Placed among the leaves or in 
cracks of the bark.  It is exactly similar in shape to that 
of A. larydas, except that the thorax is slightly less 
ridged.  The dorsal line is black, enclosing a white 
diamond-shaped spot as before, and the spiracles are 
white and rather conspicuous.  Length: 10 mm”. 
 
Male behaviour 
The failure to observe males was probably because 
they are normally found feeding at mud, or on flowers 
of Acacia spp. (pers. obs.). They are frequently found 
near streams, often flying high but may on occasions 
settle 2-3m above the ground (Terblanche pers. 
comm.). 
 
Host plants 
 
Williams (2012) gave the following host plant records 
for A. crawshayi and its subspecies: 
Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) 
[Jackson, 1937: 227; Kenya; for nominate ssp.]. 
Acacia polyacantha Willd. subspecies campylacantha 
(Hochst. ex A.Rich.) Brenan (Fabaceae) [Paré, 1987: 
4; Zimbabwe; for nominate ssp.]. 
Cassia alata L. (Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921: 386; 
Nigeria; for ssp. vauttouxi]. 
Entada abyssinica Steud. ex A.Rich. (Fabaceae) 
[Jackson, 1937: 227; Kenya; for nominate ssp.]. 
Milletia thoningei (Fabaceae) [Libert, 2010: 39; for 
ssp. vauttouxi]. 
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